<Fro 


“Ostudents’ Association 
Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 
Pune 
27-06-2015 


PRESS RELEASE 


On the sixteenth day of our strike, Kumar Saptarshi, founder of Yuva Kranti Dal visited 
the campus and had an informal interaction with the students under the wisdom tree. 
Talking about the Satyagraha Movement, he said that every generation’s issues are 
different. Therefore the movement will be different. 


Tomorrow, on 28" June, FTII will host performances by various music artistes including, 
alternate rock bands, contemporary dances troupe and other folk artistes. The program 
rolls out 5 pm onwards. 


Some of the artists include Deepali Sahay, Indian Idol finalist; Vasu Dixit, lead singer, 
Swarathama; Uday Benegal, Lead singer, Indus Creed; Altered Theory, Sipa Dance 
troupe, Nu Edge, Rumeshinc, Airplane Poetry Movement and more. 


Meanwhile we are yet to receive a fixed date of appointment from the ministry. 


The students at FTII entered an indefinite strike on 12th June to object against the 
newly appointed FTII Society, the apex body that steers the institute’s vision. The 
appoint mentees were found to have inadequate credentials unfitting of such prestigious 
posts. Mr. Gajendra Chauhan as the Chairman of FTII society along with other 
appointments raises questions over the opaque selection procedure, and puts in doubt 
the governments’ intention regarding the institute’s autonomy and vision. 


This is part of a larger phenomenon affecting institutes and organizations across the 
country such as IIT Bombay, IIM, NFDC, CBFC, MCRC and now FTII. The appointment of 
the Chairman and the other members to the FTII society, make us apprehensive of 
vested interests interfering in cultural and academic spaces. 


We have been receiving consistent support from eminent personalities like Adoor 
Gopalkrishnan, Girish Kasavaralli, Anand Patwardhan, Sriram Raghavan, Rakesh 
Sharma, Ajitha Suchitraveera, Hansal Mehta and many more. Student bodies at SRFTI, 
AISA, JNUSU, TISS, Jadavpur University, NSD and several others have also come forward 
to express their solidarity with our cause. 
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Youtube- ftiistudentsbody@gmail.com, 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/FTII-Wisdom-Tree 


